Part 1: Directions 
Reading Response Prompt for Bell & Hinojosa, and Ian Wellard. Your response should be 1-2 pages, double spaced.

Find two passages or quotes that you found significant, striking, problematic or troubling in each reading. Present an argument as to why we should all examine this passage more closely.

What is one key connection you found between Hinojosa's article and Bell's article? In a few sentences, explain why this connection is important in understanding masculinity and the military.

According to Wellard, how do sports influence perceptions of masculinity? What type of masculinity do they promote? What types of masculinity do they marginalize?


Part 2: Directions
Answer the following questions in 300 words or more

What are the key elements, characteristics, and views of masculinities in the US, based on what you've learned for this course? Who is considered masculine or a "man" and why? How do issues like race, gender, and sexuality play into who is considered a "man" or not? In what ways does the idea of masculinity shift depending on a particular social, cultural, and racial contexts?


Part 3: Directions 
You will conduct interviews with 2 individuals. These interviews can be conducted with any individual who identifies as a man, as masculine, or to whom masculinity is an important aspect or part of their identity. In your interviews, explore with each person what it means to them to be a man or to be masculine, and what that person’s experiences have been as a man masculine person. 

You will then write a 5-6 page double spaced paper summarizing what you learned from the two interviewees regarding their views of masculinity and how these views intersect with other issues such as gender, sexuality, race, class,ability, and so forth. 

Then, you will conclude with your own reaction to their responses. Be sure to include references to at least 4 texts we have read this semester that speak to the interviewees’ responses and your analysis of their responses. You may give your interviewees pseudonyms, if you feel it is appropriate.


Possible questions to get you started: To help see the direction your essay should go, here are
some questions to choose from. You may use these questions or come up with some of your
own, but you must have a total of 8 questions. You must attach a list of your interview questions
to your final project.


1. What qualities or behaviors do you associate with masculinity? Why do these stand out to
you as particularly masculine?
2. Who taught you what it means to be a man or to be masculine? Did you learn it from
family members, peers, teachers, coaches, or other individuals? How did these models
differ in their views of what it means to be masculine?
3. Which moments in your life have you felt restrained by your identity as a man, or by your
masculinity? What were/are they? What did you do? Would you respond the same way
today?
4. How much do you think society’s expectations of men and masculinity have affected
your choices and behavior in life? Why?
5. Has your masculinity ever been questioned or challenged? What was the situation, and
how did you respond?
6. Which aspects of masculinity do you find the most problematic or troubling to you? What
steps have you taken, or do you want to take, to address these behaviors, ideals, or traits
associated with masculinity?
7. How do you talk about masculinity with other men or other masculine folks? Do you ever
modify or police your behavior within masculine spaces, or act differently than you
normally would when not in these spaces?
8. What does it mean to you to be “really masculine” or to be a “real man”? What advice
would you give to young people about exhibiting a healthy masculinity?
